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that of the strawberry, about 80,000,000
quarts being the annual output.

BAT, a common rodent mammal, a pest t'o
mankind. The two most common species are
the Norway, or 'brown rat, and the black rat.
The brown rat, the larger and stronger, grows
to about nine inches in length and is of a
brownish color above and white below. Sup-
posed to have been native to India and China,
it became known in Europe about the middle
of the eighteenth century; but it is now found
in almost every part of the habitable globe.
It is a voracious animal, swims readily in
water and breeds four or five times in the
year, each brood numbering about a dozen.
The black rat is usually about seven inches
in length, has a sharper head, larger ears
and a much longer tail than the brown rat.
It is also much less numerous and more
timid. As rats are carriers of the bubonic
plague (see PLAGUE), constant warfare is
waged for their extermination, especially in
the western ports of America, where vessels
from Oriental countries are anchored.

RATCE'ET, a mechanism which limits the
rotation of a wheel to one direction. It con-
sists of a piece of metal, one end of which
is attached to a pivot, the other so shaped
and placed as to fit into the teeth of a wheel
and prevent a backward motion. A ratchet
wheel is a toothed wheel such as that which
moves the carriage of a typewriter.

RA'TEL, a carnivorous animal of the
badger family, found chiefly in the south-
ern and eastern parts of Africa and in India.
Its hair, unlike that of most animals, is light
above and dark underneath. The Cape, or
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South African, ratel averages about three
feet in length, including the tail. The fur is
thick and coarse, black on the under parts,
grayish on tall, tipper surface, sides and neck.
Ratels frequently raid the hives of wild bees
and eat the honey, and because of this trick
they are sometimes called honey badgers.

RATIO, rcfshe oy or vrfsho, the numerical
relation which 1rwo quantities of the same kind
bear to each other. It is expressed as the

quotient obtained by dividing one quantity
by the other. For example, 8 stands in the
same relation to 16 as 2 to 4, and the ratio
of the two groups, although they vary in
quantity, is the same. See PROPORTION.

RATTAN', a large group of tropical palms,
found chiefly in Borneo, where the most valu-
able are produced, also in Sumatra, Burma,
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Malaysia and Ceylon. The long, slenderf
jointed stems are strong, flexible and durable
and have a high commercial value. They are
exported in large quantities to Europe and
America, where they are used in the manufac-
ture of furniture, baskets, umbrella handles
and other articles. The fruit and the young
shoots of some species are used by natives as
food. See PALM; CAOT.
RAT'TLESNAKE, the name of various
poisonous American snakes, distinguished
from the other members of the family by a
series of horny rings at the end of the tail,
which the animal shakes in such a manner as
to make a rattling sound. The rattlesnake
is one of the most deadly of poisonous ser-
pents. A number of species belong to the
United States and Mexico. East of the Mis-
sissippi the banded rattlesnake is the best-
known and most dreaded species. It is
naturally a sluggish animal, ready to defend
itself, but seldom commencing the attack. It
feeds on rats, squirrels and small rabbits and
reaches a length of five or six feet The
striped rattlesnake is found from Mexico to